Feline Dermatitis

Miliary Dermatitis

Thisisthe most common clinica
presentation in cats and can be caused by
numerous conditions.
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"Allergic' Alopecia

Alopeciawith or without apparent
cutaneous inflammation is common in
cats with allergies or ectoparasites.

Rule out Dermatophytosis

DTM fungal cultures, trichogram,
Wood's lamp

Dermatophyte is the most common skin
infection in cats and is zoonotic making it
an important differential.

Skin Scrapes Positive

Treat the parasitic infestation with
appropriate therapy for sufficient
duration to eliminate the parasites.

Eosinophilic Granuloma Syndrome

Eosinophilic plagues, Eosinophilic
granulomas, Linear granulomas, indolent
ulcers, Fat chin syndrome are all
manifestations of eosinophilic dermatitis
associated by numerous etiologies.
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Skin Scrapes Negative

Cytology of Lesions
Bacteria or Malassezia identified.

Treat these secondary infection with
topical and systemic treatments. Identify
the primary/underlying disease (Diabetes,
hyperthyroidism, allergies, ectoparasites,

etc).

Cytology of the Lesion

Acantholytic cells and neutrophils
identified.

Biopsy the skin lesion to confirm
possible pemphigus. Pemphigus in cats
often causes an erosive dermatitis around
the nipples and nail beds (paronychia).

Cytology of the Lesion

Eosinophils
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Aggressive Flea control

Flea alergy dermatitis is the most
common cause of feline dermatitis. Since
fleas may not be apparent, aggressive flea

control on al contact petsto eliminate
the flea population is the primary of
confirming this diagnosis.

Young to Middle age cat
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Lime Sulfur Dip Trial

Ectoparasites such as
Demodex gatoi,
Cheyletiella, and
otodectes can cause
dermatitis and be
difficult to find on skin
scrapes. Weekly dips
with lime sulfur for 4-6
weeks should resolve
any infections.
Treatment with
avermectins will kill
otodectes and
Cheyletidlabut are
ineffective for D. gatoi.

Food Trial

Food allergy is one
of the more common
causes of feline

novel protein source
in an extreme limited
ingredient diet for
10-12 weeks will
confirm or eliminate
this differential.

dermatitis. Feeding a
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Old cat with sudden onset of dermatitis

Allergy Testing

Environmental
alergiesincluding
insect
hypersensitivity can
occur in cats but are
less common that
fleaand food
dlergies. Allergy
testing catsis
difficult due to the
lack of specific
serum testing and the
poor reactivity of
skin tests.
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Biopsy, Consider
medical workup and
abdominal
ultrasound.

Paraneoplastic
dermatitis caused by
hepatic and pancreatic
adenocarcinoma or
cutaneous lymphoma
can mimic alergies but
occursin old cats that
usually present with
weight loss and other
evidence of metabolic
disease.

Biopsy

Thiswill identify the etiology or at least be able to suggest ainfection (folliculitis or diffuse pyogranulomatous dermatitis),
hypersensitivity reaction (eosinophils and mast cells), autoimmune skin disease (interface dermatitis), neoplasia, or psychogenic

(complete absence of inflammation).




